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Hlisccllaucous. 
RECOLLECTIONS OF GORDON HALL. 


To the Rev. Secretary of the American Educatioa So- 
ciety. - 





My Dear Sir, 

AT regret that it has not been convenient for 
me, at an earlier day, to comply with your re- 
quest, in furnishing for your excellent Register 
and Journal some recollections of the late Rev. 
Gordon Hall, Missionary at Bombay. 

As my acquaintance with this devoted serv- 
ant of Christ was short, being chiefly limited 
to one year, which he spent in my family, asa 
theological student, I shall attempt only.to give 
you a very brief statement of facts which ex- 
hibit the principles that contributed to the for- 
mation of lis character as a man and Chris- 
tian. Bie. + 

Mr. Hall was a ‘graduate of Williams Cel- 
Jege, of whiat year,. Fam not quite certain, as 


I have no Catalogue.at hand ; but,if I mistake: 


not, he caine to my house in: the autumn of 
_ 1809, .to commenre--his professional studies. 
The developement of his. powers, during his 
theological inyestigations, satisfied me, that, in 
jntellectanl stféngth and discrimination, he was 
more than a common man. Of this, however, 
he was apparently unconscious, being simple 
and unpretendayg in his manners, and altogeth- 
er remote from the sanguine, self-complacent 
temper often manifested by young men, who 
are greatly his inferiors. But it was not so 
much any one distinguished characteristic, 
such as we sometimes see in eccentric men, 
with great excellencies, counteracted by great 
defects, as it was acom/ination of good qualities, 
that made Mr. Hall what he fully proved him- 
self to be in his subsequent course, a superior 
aman, aa 

Among. tombination of qualities, is to 
he reckoned His. piely: which was not a hectic 
flush of emo@sion, rising and subsiding occas- 
ionally or periodically; but a steady glow of 
feeling, arising from a heart warm with the 
vitality of holiness and spiritual health ;—his 
persevering industry, which enabled him to mas- 
. ter difficulties, insurmountable to the vacilla- 
Aing and _irresolute :—his sobriety of judgment, 
which enabled him to weigh consequences, to 
adapt means to ends, and which secured him 

ainst rash fesolves, and inappropriate expe- 
dients for their accomplishment; and _ finally 
his inflexible decision in purpose and execution. 
By this latter trait in him, I do not mean absit- 
nacy, that acts because it will, withont .reason 


perhaps, or against reason; but an intelligent 
fixedness of purpose, that will not abandon @ 
proper object, on account of trifling obstacles 
to its attainment. 

With the circumstances of Mr. Hall's child- 
hood, [ have no acquaintance, but suppose he 
was trained up, amid the plain fare of a New 
England farmers family, to habits of hardi- 
hood; in distinction from the sickly effeminac 
too often produced in.the young, by the indul- 
gences of wealth and refivnement. ‘Though his 
patrimonial resources were limited, his expen- 
ditures were carefully accommodated to his 
meuns, so that, by economy and personal ef- 
fort, he managed to sustain bimself through 
an academical education. This was accom- 
plished, as Lsuppose, (for I am not fully certain 
of the fact,) withoht charitable aid from any 
quarter; at least, there were then none of 
those noble institutions, which have since aris- 
en, to aid the strugglings’ of pious and needy 
young men, preparing tor the ministry. 

The result of the personal qualities, and of 
the circumstances to which I have now allud- 
ed, was the formation of a character, whieh 
prepared Mr. Hall for the bold enterprises of 
Christian benevolence, in which he was dés- 
tined to bear so prominent a part. While he 
was in my family, several incidents occurred, 
which I will mention, though of no account in 
themselves, except as indicative of character. 

At the season of hay-making, he came to me 
one day with a request, that I would procure 
him a scythe, and allow him to go into the 
field, with my laborere. As he had for some 
time been withdrawn from agricultural pur- 
suits, I feared the consequences, but assented 
to the proposal, admonishing him to begin mod- 
erately. From respect to my wishes, though 
he had no apprehension, he labored but a few 
hours the first day. For the rest of a fortnight 
he was in the field early and late, mowing, 
raking, or pitching hay, with as much skil 
and as little fatigue, as any of his fellow labor- 
ers. This was as much a matter of surprise 
to then, as it was to me; and it denoteda 
firmness of constitution, (the result, probabil 
in a great measure of his early training,) whic 
prepared him for the hardships he was to en- 
counter as a Missionary. 

During the same year, he was appointed a 
Tutor at Williams College ; and the President’s 
letter informing him of that appointment, 
spread before him very urgent motives to Ac- 
cept it. Having read the letter, and pondered 
a short time on it, he came to me for advice; 
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and having heard what I would say on the 
subject, he made his decision that evening, and 
there the thing ended ;—it was dismissed from 
his thoughts, and never again adverted to by 
him, in conversation. This incident, trifling 
as it may seem, made a strong impression on 
me, at the time, as indicating the promising 
structure of his mind. I had then seen, as I 
have often seen since, young men, who would 
make of such a question, a “mighty concern,” 
not to be decided without many and long con- 
sultations; and who could nor, “in fixing, fix” 
their decisons, so but that they were perplexed 
with frequent revision, if not reversal of their 
own half-formed resolves. 

In the autumn of 1810, if 1 do not mistake 
in dates, Judge S. of W——— Conn. came 
to my house to enquire for a candidate. Of 
the three or four residents in my family, who 
had been licensed that week, I thought Mr. 
Hall the fittest man for the place, on account 
of some local peculiarities there, and accord- 
ingly introduced him to Judge S The 
conversation that ensued between them was in 
my presence. Mr. Hall was very explicit in 
settling one point, namely, that if the people 
of the place should be ever so united, and ear- 
nestly desirous of his stay, his preaching to 
them should not be considered as implying any 
obligation on him toremain there. The Judge 
wished him to go, on his own terms, saying, 
“Tf you ean unite a people, now much divided, 
you will do us an unspeakable service, even 
though you afierward leave us.” He went. 
On the third sabbath, his morning sermon con- 
tained some pointed reprehensions of what he 
thought amiss in the morals of some in the 
congregation ; and his afternoon sermon was 
nm the doctrine of “divine decrees.” ‘The fol- 
owing week there was much complaining, by 
some of the people, of Mr. Hall’s “hard say- 
ings.” On the fourth and last Sabbath of his 
engagement, his subject was chosen with this 
state of things in his eye. Expecting never to 
see this assembly again, in this world, he ex- 

ressed his regret that so many should have 

een dissatisfied with his ministrations. He 
assured them that to have given them offence, 
was a source of severe:trial to his own heart; 
but as an ambassador of Christ, he must act 
from higher motives than regard to their ap- 
probation. With deep solemnity and pathos, 
he carried them onward to the judgment, where 
he must meet them again and where all the 
motives of his heart and of theirs, must under- 
go the scrutiny of the omniscient eye. ‘The 
appeal was irresistible. The assembly were 
melted down with strong emotion, and immedi- 
ately after his departure, despatched a messen- 
ger, to insist that Mr. Hall, who had gone to 
Massachusetts, should return. He did return, 
and in spite of his remonstrances, they gave 
him. an urgent call to become their pastor. 
Then the heart of the Missionary came out. 
Then was revealed the secret, so long cherish- 
ed between himself, and his beloved brother, 
Samuel J. Mills. These kindred spirits, asso- 
ciates in College, often interchanged visits af- 
terwards, mutually enkindling that holy flame 
whieh nothing but the hand of death could ex- 
tinguish, in their own bosoms; agd which has 
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since extended its sacred influénces to so many 
thousands of other hearts. The general purpose 
of these devoted young men was fixed. Some- 
times théy had talked of “cutting a path 
through the moral wilderness of the west, to 
the Pacific.” Sometimes they thought of South 
America j—then of Africa. Their object was 
the salvation of the Heathen; but no specific 
shape was given to their plans, till the forma- 
tion of the American Board of Foreign Mis- 
sions. Before this period the churches were 
asleep. Even ministers were but half-awake. 
To many it seemed ‘a visionary thing in Mr. 
Hall, that he should decline an invitation to 
settle, attended with so many attractive cir- 
cumstances, and so much prospect of useful- 
ness. But I can never forget with what a glis- 
tening eye and firm accent, this youthful pion- 
eer of Foreign Missions, full of faith and the 
Holy Ghost, said, “ No,—I must not settle in 
any parish of Christendom. Others will be 
left whose health or pre-engagements require 
them tu stay at home; but lt can sleep on the 
ground, can endure hunger and hardship ;— 
God calls me to the lleathen;—wo to me if I 
preach not the Gospel to the Heathen.” He 
went, and the day.of judgment, while it tells 
the results of his labors, will rebuke the apa- 
thy with which others have slumbered over the 
ruiseries of dying Pagans. ) 

Of Mr. Hall’s qualifications as a Missionary 
of the cross, I may be a partial judge, but I 
have considered them to be of the very first 
order; and highly as I estimate the character 
of many who have been his predecessors, and 
his cotemporaries in this great field of Chris- 
tian enterprise, none of them, in my opinion, 
has been superior to Gordon Hall. But “his 
record is on high ;” and I trust that his admira- 
ble character, as exhibited in his labors and 
trials in India, will ere long be given to the 
public, from a hand competent to the under- 


taking. 
Quarterly Reg.) E. PORTER. 


. From the Evangelist. 
SLAVERY OF THE CHURCH TO THE FASH- 
IONS OF THE WORLD. 


We hope every individual to whom the following 
remarks will apply will feel that they are the persons 
pointed at. 


I beg leave to offer a few thoughts to pro- 
fessors of religion, through the, medium of 
your publication, on a subject th@f is often la- 
mented, while nothing effectual is done to 
correct the growing evil. I alltidle to the sla- 
very of the church to the fashions of this world. 
Probably the worshippers of Juggernaut are 
under no greater bondage to their idol god, 
than many who profess to have renounced the 
world and its vanities are to the changing fash- 
ions of the day. As these vanities are almost 
numberless, and are interwoven with every 
condition and habit of life, and affect more or 
less all classes of professors, it is impossible, in 
the remarks which I shall make, to even glance 
at but few; I shall therefore confine my obser- 
vations to the dress of females. 

That it is the duty of women professing 
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godliness, to exhibit before the world an ex- 
ample of modest apparel, cannot be question- 
ed, without denying the authority of the Bible. 
“In like manner, also,” says the apostle, “that 
women adorn themselves in modest apparel, 
with shamefacedness and sobriety; not with 
broidered hair, or gold, or pearls, or costly ar- 
ray; but which becometh women professing 
godliness with good works; whose adorning, 
let it not be that outward adorning of plaited 
hair, and of wearing of gold, or of putting on 
of apparel; but let it be the hidden man of the 
heart.” It is only to open our eyes as we walk 
our streets, or enter our churches, to see the 
most palpable violation of these divine injunc- 
tions; and what is most to be lamented is, that 
it is tolerated by the churches and by parents ; 
and the daughters of Zion are even encoura- 
ged in this sin that most easily besets them. 

The growing extravagance of female dress 
in our churches, is actually impoverishing ma- 
ny families, that might otherwise be in com- 
fortable circumsiances ; and utterly preventing 
them from contributing to the charities which 
are evangelising the.world. Only take the 
amount of property invested in the watches, 
the chains of gold, the bracelets, the finger- 
rings, the feathers, the ribbons, and the trim- 
mings, worn by the daughters of Zion in Amer- 
ica, which God has solemnly interdicted, and 
it would annually form a sum probably more 
than three times as great as the whole yow rais- 
ed by all the charitable societies of the day. 

Mantua-makers and milliners find it for their 
interest to keep the fashions ever varying. A 
dress can be worn but a short time, before it 
must be altered, or laid aside for a new one, 

simply because the fashion has altered. 

it is but a few years since seven or eight 
yards were a pattern for a lady’s dress: but 
trom clo h of the sanie width now, from twelve 
to eighteen yards are required, in completing 
it with sleeves and flounces of fashionable di- 
mensions, A decent hat or bonnet would then 
cost from four to eight dollars; now they are 
from ten to thirty ; and if it was the sole object 
to put at defiance the authority of heaven, re- 
quiring women to dress with shamefacedness, it 
appears as though it could not be much more 
effectually done than in adopting the present 
ashion in this article of dress. 

But it is often said, how can these evils be 
corrected ? It will not do for ladies to attract 
attention by singularity. 1] answer, every one 
who has entered into covenant with God, bas 
pledged ‘himself to come out from the world, 
and not to be conformed to its fashions; in this 
respect to be “peculiar.” Professors cannot 

rform their vows, without appearing singu- 
lar, when compared with the world. 

It is again said, that religion does not consist 
in dress. While this is fully granted, it may 
be replied, that dress may be the occasion of 
great impiety towards God, dishonor to the 
church, and a moral death to the souls of pro- 
fessors, Whatis more likely than gaudy attire 

to generate vanity and light-mindedness. 

It is said, a person may be as proud of a 
lain, as a fashionable dress. So a person may 
je proud of any appearance of humility ; but 

the question is, what does God require? Not 
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pride, but humility ; not gaudy attire, bat mod- 

est apparel; and who can be innocent, while 

daily violating God’s high commands? 

But-‘the question still returns, what. can be 
done? Let the church of God awake to this 
crying sin; let the ministers of the gospel 
preach the whole truth, and give a portion to 
every one in due season. Let the mothers in 
Israel begin the reform with their daughters; 
for without it, have they not reason to fear that 
God may come down upon them in judgment, 
and “take away the bravery of their tinkling 
ornaments 2?” Judgment begins first at the 
house of God. We daily hear professors com- 
plaining of great coldness in our churchés.— 
While this and many othersins remain unre- 
pented of and uncorrected, we may expect that 
God will suffer the churches to eat the fruit of 
their own doings, and leave them to mours an 
unprofitable ministry, and barren ordinances. 


EVANDER. 





PROMOTING REVIVALS. 


“ What are the direct and legitimate means of pro- 
molting revivals of religion ?” 

Mr. Eprror,—lIn attempting an answer to this 
question, in a former number, I remarked that 
the preaching of the word was one of the prin- 
cipal means ordained of God for accomplishing 
the purposes of his grace. My remarks at that 
time related to the subject matter of that kind of 
preaching which was best calculated to produce 
and promote revivals of religion. 

I now propose to say something of the manner 
in which, as l apprehend, the gospel ought to 
he preached in order that it may be likely to re- 
sult in the salvation of sinners. 

1. The gospel ought to be preached with great 
earnestness. Actions speak as well as words. 
In all the various worldly enterprizes which en- 
gage the attention of men, a man’s zeal is gen- 
erally measured by his actions, and his suecess 
by his zeal. Ifa preacher discover indifference, 
if he manifests no special concern for the salva- 
tion of his hearers by the manner in which he 
delivers his message, he must expect to address 
a sleepy, unfeeling congregation. If very great 
earnestness indeed is warrantable under any cir- 
cumstances it is in the business of persuading 
men to become reconciled to God. 

2. If a minister would be instrumental of con- 
verting sinners by his preaching he should use 
great plainness of speech. He should declare 
the truth with great plainness, not with the en- 
ticing words of man’s wisdom, but with words 
easily to be understood. 

I am persuaded that some persons greatly 
mistake in introducing words not in ordinary 
use. ‘There are two very serious objections to 
the use of such words. One is that it requires 
a constant effort of the mind on the part of the 
hearer of ordinary acquirements to follow the 
speaker; and another objection is, that it inva- 
riably, to a greater or less degree, diverts the at- 
tention from the important thoughts which may 
be clothed in this finery. People not unfre- 
quently admire preaching not because it is sol- 
emn and heart-searching, but because it is ele- 
gant and fanciful. So far as I have had the op- 
portunity of making observation, 1 have noticed, 
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that tho8e persons whose preaching to any con- 
siderable degree has been blessed to the conver- 
sion of sinners, used great plainness and simpli- 
city of speech. : a“. | 

3. That preaching which is designed to pro- 
mote revivals of religion should draw its iilus- 
trations from familiar objects and occurrences 
in life. Christ and the apostles gave examples 
of that kind of illustration which is the most 
happily calculated to convey truth to the mind. 
Look at the parables. Plonghing, sowing, reap- 
ing, house-building, stewardship, white-wash- 
ing, marrying, supping, &c. &c. With these 
things the people were well acquainted ; and it 
required no effort of thought to understand their 
application. If ministers at the present day 
were generally to select their comparisons from 
objects and occurrences equally familiar, I doubt 
not but that it would be found advantageous; 
and I-am equally certain that the fulsome flat- 
teries of impenitent men would be lavished up- 
on what is called popular preaching with a less 
Jiberal hand. 

It is a painful circumstance, and not one of 
very rare occurrence, that wicked and incon- 
siderate persons are heard, as they retire from 
the sanctuary, saying, “What a delightful 

reacher! What elegant language! What 

eautiful imagery!” And it would not be pass- 
ing strange, if such encomiuins should create 
and nourish pride in the heart of a minister 
even. And when he shall have once acquired 
the reputation of being a beautiful speaker or 
an elegant writer, he will, to say the least, 
be exposed to a strong temptation, and one in 
which many a strong man has lost sight of his 
usefulness. If ministers value souls, and would 
save them, let them forego the acquirement of 
this kind of reputation and consent to be, and 
to be called plain preachers. Let plain and ac- 
ceptable words be chosen—words and illustra- 
tions that fall entirely within the grasp of ordi- 
nary minds. 

4, That preaching which greatly promotes 
revivals of religion must necessarily be repeti- 
tious. I know very delicate ears are liable to 
be offended by the repetition of a sermon, or a 
‘sentiment, or even a word. Such cannot bear 
to dwell upon and examine with care a single 
point of doctrine. But in my opinion it is a 
great mistake to. suppose that repefition is un- 
profitable. One of the most succesful preach- 
ers which I ever heard was famous for confin- 
ing himself through entire sermons to some sin- 
gle point of doctrine. He takes up some single 
truth of vital importance and revolves it through 
his whole discourse, presenting it in different 
attitudes, and in all bringing it to bear -upon 
the conscience. I have heard people as they 
retired ridiculing his talents and his delivery 
and especially his REPETITIONS; ani in scores 
of instances [ have known them shortly after 
to follow this same minister into his meeting of 
inquiry, deeply wounded with the arrow which 
had in those repetitions heen safely lodged. 

ne object with the. preacher should be to 
make his hearers understand and remember 

the truth. And this preacher to whom I have 
referred, had the pleasure of knowing not only 
that he was understood but that the truth in- 
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volved in his discourses was hot easily shaken 
off. And I have noticed that almost every per- 
son who had the opportunity of hearing him 
years since, can to this day repeat the drift of 
his discourses. 

Again the preacher who would promote re- 
vivals of religion must be repetitious in another 
respect. He must present the same doctrines,— 
for instance, the doctrines of repentance, and 
faith, and regeneration, over and over again 
until all his hearers have repented, and believ- 
ed, and been born again. Ministers I conclude 
onght never to take it for granted that their 
hearers understand all the essential doctrines of 
grace ; and I believe it is not generally known 
how extremely ignorant many, in other re- 
spects intelligent persons, are of the simplest 
dectrines of the New Testament. I therefore 
suppose that it would not be labor lost, if min- 
isters were often to repeat the doctrines essen- 
tial to salvation,—bringing them down to the 
capacities of children. 


5. Preaching in order to promote revivals of 
religion, ought to be adapted to existing cir- 
cumstances. 

Many preachers probably faii to secure the 
end of all preaching by scattering their seed at 
random.—Perhaps they would feel no difficulty 
in preaching at any time or place, when or 
where preaching was called for, without ma- 
king one inquiry respecting the state of the au- 
dience. “They profess to leave the result to the 
care of Providence. 

Suppose that a physician were to practice by 
the same rule; who woukl entrust a friend to: 
his charge. But no physician in bis senses 
would practice by this rule, and if he did he 
would be tempting Providence. The physician 
who is.called to the bedside of the sick, first sits 
down and carefully inquires into the history of 
the case, and ascertains the nature and prog- 
ress of the disease, and then prescribes with a 
careful reference to these particulars. So, itis 
the wisdom of preachers, who would save the 
greatest number of souls possible, to consult as 
far as practicable individual cases, and _ pre- 
scribe for them. Great discretion, and great 
prudence, and: great faithfulness is needtul, in 
view of which, well may every pious servant 
of Clirist say, Who is sufficient for thee una 





NUMBER OF BIBLES. 


It is supposed there are now 20,000,000 of 
Bibles in print. These copies of the Scriptures, 
placed in the bands of as many families of 10 
persons each, would supply but about one 
fourth of the world—leaving three-fourths with- 
out the Bible. To supply these there are now 
in operation—4,984 Societies. 


In Continental Europe 854 Bible Societies ; 
in Great Britain 2,298; in British Colonies 97 ; 
in Ireland 591; in Asia 15; in America 650; in 
Africa 4; independent Societies 475. 


Tue Biste, it is said, has been translated 
into one hundred and fifly one languages. It is 
supposed that fifty more translations will give 


the Bible in all Janguages spoken in. the world, 
_Caly. May. 
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RELIGIOUS ANNIVERSARIES. 
AMERICAN PEACE SOCIETY. 


The second anniversary of the American Peace 
Society was celebrated in New-York city, on Thurs- 
day, May 13ih. Rev. Dr. Codman, of Massachu- 
setts presided. 

On inotion of the Rev. Elihu W. Baldwin, of New- 
York, seconded by the Rev. Mr. Carroll, of Brooklyn, 


Resolved, That the magnitude of the work to be 
performed by Peace Societies, the importance of it 
to the world, and the comparatively small nuinbers 
engaged in it, call for much devotedness and activity 
among its friends ; ; and that the certainty of success 
from the promises of God, affords ample cncourage- 
ment for our utmost efforts. 

On motion of the Rev. Mr. Mead, seconded by the 
Secretary. 

Resolved, That we will persevere in our efforts te 
disseminate information respecting the evils of war, 
and the duty of Christians in relation toit, until death 
shall close our career, or the millenial glory shall re- 
move all doubts, and occasion for'exertion. 

The meeting was closed with the benediction by 
the Chairman... The Board of Directors were then 
elected for the ensuing year.—WNV. Y. Obs. 











GENERAL UNION FOR OBSERVANCE OF 
THE SABBATH. 


The second anniversary of the General Union for 
the Observance of the Sabbath, was celebrated in 
New-York city, on Tuesday, Ilth inst. The follow- 
ing admirable Resolutions were adopted. 

By Rev. Dr. Bangs, of the Methodist Episcopal 
Church, That we regard the Christian Sabbath asa 
divine institution of universal. and perpetual obliga- 
tion, binding upon governments as well as individu- 
als; and that upon its sanctification depend, under 
God, our social, civil and religious privileges. 

By Thomas Bradford, Jr. Esq., of Philadelphia, 
That.Sabbath-breaking is one of our national sins. 
exposing us to the Divine displeasure, and endanger- 
ing our most valuable political and religious institu: 
tions; and that upon ministers and churches of dif- 
ferent denominations devolves the solemn obligation 
of rescuing the Sabbath from profapation and obliv- 
ion. 

By Rev. Wiiliam Wisner, of Ithaca, N.Y., That 
the law of this land, requiring the profanation of the 
Christian Sabbath and its violation by so many of the 
people, calls loudly upon the friends of civil and reli- 
gious liberty to humble themselves before God, and 
by prayer and supplication, seek the aid of the Holy 
Spirit to tura the hearts of our citizens to the religion 
of their fathers; that the deserved wrath of the Al- 
mighty may be averted, and our country continue to 
enjoy its inestimable privileges. 

By Rev. Dr. Rice, of Virginia, That we earnestly 
recommend the formation of auxiliaries throughout 
the United States; the diffusion of appeals on behalf 
of the Sabbath: the collection of funds for the em- 
ployment of agents; the union*of Christians of eve- 
ry denomination in this common:cause ; and the ac- 
tive and persevering labors of the friends of the 
Sabbath in promoting its observance in every part of 
the country. 

By Rev. Dr. Coz, seconded by Rev. Mr. Sommers, 
of the Baptist denomination, That the members of 
this Society, being conscientiously opposed, as citi- 
genus of a free country, and as €hristians, to any 
union of charch and state, and all: jaws for the ob- 
servauce or the desecration of the Sabbath, will con- 
tinue to recommend its sanctification only by the in- 
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from the 
a laws of our country ; by appeals to the con- 
sciences and hearts of men, and fervent supplications 
to the Lord of the Sabbath. 

By Rev. Dr. Codman, of Massachusetts, That we 
learn with high satisfaction the efforts now making i 
Great Britain. to promote the observance of the Chris- 
tian Sabbath ; and we wish abundant success to eve- 
ry exertion to extend the influence Of the Sabbath 
cause throughout the civilized world. 

The resolutions were accompanied by pertinent ad- 
dresses from Rev. Drs. Bangs, Wisner, and Rice and 
T. Bradford, Esq. 

/bstract of the Second Annual Report. 

The report commences with a notice of the 
death of the Rev. Matthias Bruen, the late 
Cerresponding Secretary of the Society, an ar- 
dent friend of the Sabbath, and a devoted min- 
ister of Christ. Of the first annual report, 
which was from his pen, 5,000 copies were 
printed and distributed in various parts of our 
country, and have been the means, as the com- 
mittee trusts, of producing a. salutary impres- 
sion upon the minds of many. 

Tie removal from the constitution at the last 
anniversary of the article in which the mem; 
bers pledged themselves to discourage specifie 
modes of breaking. the Sabbath, and to patron- 
ize those who honor it, the committee. think 
has given very general satisfaction. _Experi- 
ence has shown that the maip principles of the 
General Union are wise; that in its collective 
capacity the Society should abstain from all cos 
ercive measures, interfering, with, the. occupa- 
tions of their fellow-eitizens ; and should aim 
at influencing and reforming solely by exate- 
ple, arguinents and prayer. 

The receipts of the Society during the year 
have been insufficient to defray the expense of 
printing the last annual report. Only six aux- 
iliaries have been officially reported the past 
year, the whole number being 26, viz: 4 in 
Massachusetts, 1 in Vermont, 3 in Connecticut, 
5 in New-York, 2 in New-Jersey, 7 in Penn- 
sjlvania, 1 in Virginia, 1 in Tennessee, and 2 
in Ohio. 

Tie committee deeply feel the importance of 
having one or more capable and eflicient agents 
to visit different parts of the country, to address 
the people, especially the churches ; to organ- 
ize auxiliaries, and to promote the general ob, 
jects of the iustitution; An agent is wanted, 
who is capable not merely of making a strong 
impression, but who understands the great 
principles of the human mind which the ordj-+ 
nance of the Sabbath was designed and. ig 
adapted to affect; and,who can rightly influe 
ence, first the ministers, and then the charches 
of all denominations, on this, fundamental.and 
momentous subject. Until such an agent is 
raised up, and enters upon the work, the influ- 
ence of the Society must be. ¢ ireumscribed. 

The committee have not deemed it their du- 
ty to take any official part in the recent move- 
ments jin relation to Sunday post-offices and 
Sunday mails. They have witnessed them, 
however, with deep interest, and* trust that 
when the subject shall be dispassionately ex- 
amined, the prayer of the memorialists will be 


granted. 
In conclusion, the committee say: “Let 


arguments drawn from the oracles of Ge 





fluence of personal example, of moral suasion ; by 


Christians of every name find in this Society 










& bond ‘of union amidst the party dissensions 
that rend the church ; let them maintain_a holy 
emulation in keeping with cheerful strictness 
this perpetual command of Almighty God; let 
them pray fervently and perseveringly to the 
Lord of the Sabbath for his blessing upon eve- 
ry enlightened effort to sanctify his holy day ; 
let them contribute_of their substance and time 
to arrest the mighty evil that is spreading its 
buhallowed influence over this continent, lest 
we, as individuals, be exposed to the doom of 
that servant who knew his Lord’s will and did 
it not, and lest our beloved country meet the 
doom of those nations who, in renouncing al- 
legiance to heaven and reverence for the Chris- 
tian Sabbath have severed themselves from the 
blessing of the Governor of the Universe.”—17b. 


NEW-YORK SOUTHERN SUNDAY 
SCHOOL UNION. 


This Society whose anniversary was noticed 
last week, was formed on the 19th of Novem- 
ber, 1828. 

Auxiliaries have been formed or re-organized 
in each of the counties represented in the con- 
vention, except New-York, where there al- 
ready existed a flourishing society, which is 
now connected with this. 

The whole number of schools reported as in 
connexion with the Southern Union, is 206; of 
which 70 are new schools. The whole num- 
ber of scholars is 21,188. The whole number 
of teachers has not been reported ; but it is as- 
certained that 220 teachérs and 175 scholars 
have become hopefully pious during the past 
year. The number of volumes belonging to 
the libraries of the schools reported, is 19,207. 

It appears from the Treasurer’s report, that 
the receipts for the past year amount to $1,076, 
and the expenditures to $1,129 62, leaving a 
balance due to the Treasurer of $53 62. 

Since the organization of the County Avuxili- 
aries, the Society’s agent has been employed in 
visiting some of the counties. Sunday school 
libraries have been considered so important 
that the agent has been instructed, in every 

- case of forming a school, to take measures to 
collect funds for a library, and with one or two 
exceptions he has been successful. The plan 
of asking donations from every family in the 
place has been found productive of great bene- 
fit. It exeites a greater interest in the sehool 
and a more general attendance of the children. 
In one village every family except three confti- 
buted most cheerfully. In two of the three 
houses ardent spirits were sold, and in the 
third, the father of the family was intoxicated. 


Death of a Sunday Scholar.—The Report of 
this Union mentions the interesting case of a 
Sunday scholar who died at the age of 13. 
When convinced that he must die, he spoke of 
the event with calmness, referred to the in- 
structions which he had received at the Sun- 
day school respecting his Saviour and the way 
of salvation, and besought his friends not to 

| for him, for he had a cheerful hope in 
je blessed Redeemer. Iv reply to questions 
from his mother, he stated that he was willing 
to die, that he loved the Saviour, and that all 


his hope was in him. He lived but two days| 


« 
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after he was thought to be dangerously ill, and 
died in the full possession of his mental facul- 
ties, and with a calm and cheering hope of sal- 
vation.—+1b. 


AMERICAN TRACT SOCIETY. 


Abstract of the Fifth Annual Report. 
(Concluded from p. 822.) 


OPERATIONS IN THE VALLEY OF THE MISBIS- 
SIPPI. 

In the history of the Society’s operations 
during the year, no item is more prominent than 
its efforts for the population in the great valley 
watereidl by the Mississippi and its tributaries. 
Tn all other parts of our country, the Society 
has had but four travelling agents employed for 
any considerable portion of the year, only one 
of whom now continues in the service. 

Of the six agents who were laboring in the 
valley of the Mississippi at the time of the Soci- 
ety’s last anniversary, two have left the service 
of the Society, and another, who commenced 
his labors about one year since, has been com- 
pelled to suspend them for some months; but 
six others have, during the year, engaged in this 
service, making the whole number now labor- 
ing in that interesting field nine. 

The correspondence and reports of these 
brethren have been read by the committee with 
intense interest; and have convinced them that 
if ever Christians had a field of labor spread be- 
fore them of magnitude beyond all that the 
mind can grasp, and full of promise, such a field 
is presented to the Christians of these United 
States in the gigantic and growing population 
within the limits of their own territory. “ Un- 
belief,” say the committee, “may sing her dul- 
cet song, that ‘ All is well;’ but the committee 
believe that all active, enlightened, evangelical 
Christians of every name, fully agree in the.con- 
viction that sin is making alarming progress in 
our land, and that the Gospel must have a great- 
er prevalence, or millions of souls will be left to 
perish in the native darkness of their minds. 
There is no patriotism nor piety in crying 
‘Peace, peace,’ when there is no peace, The 
cemmittee wish the moral state of our country 
to be seen as it really is; that motives, furnish- 
ed by appalling facts may press upon the hearts 
of the real children of God, and impel them to 
discharge the duties they owe to their fellow- 
men.” 

The whole amount of tracts sent into the 
country west and south of the Alleghany moun- 
tains during the past year is 24,099,800 pages; 
of which 2,655,067 pages have been granted 
for gratuitous distribution. 

The total receipts from the same portion of 
country during the year have been $14,927 13, 
of which $13,985 44 have been remittances for 
tracts and $941 64 donations. The amount 
expended in the valley by the Society during 
the year, over and above the whole amount re- 
ceived, is $5,702 81. 

OPERATIONS IN FOREIGN COUNTRIES. 


God in his Pvovidence is preparing the way 
for efforts in the southern parts of our own 
continent, in Greece, and other countries on 
the Mediterranean, and among five or six hun- 
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dred millions of our race, stil! shrouded in the 
midnight gloom-of Paganism. Languages ex- 
tensively spoken are already conquered ; print- 
ing presses are in operation; laborers are scat- 
tered abroad in the wide field ; and every thing 
urges to efforts worthy of the age in which we 
live, and the light and privileges and means 
which God has bestowed on us. 

The Rev. Mr. Robertson, missionary of the 
Protestant Episcopal Church, has made to the 
committee a most interesting communication, 
showing the usefulness of the tracts given him 
by -the Society for circulation in Greece, the 
great need of more extended tract operations 
there, and urging the committee to adopt sys- 
tematic efforts for the supply of that country, 
through the mission press at Malta. A com- 
munication of kindred character has also been 
received from the Rev. Mr. Brewer, in relation 
to the distribution of tracts in Greece and Tur- 
Key. a Gin 
The American missionaries in Ceylon have 
made an official communication to the commit- 
tee, spreading out before them the wide field to 
be occupied in that island, and appealing to 
American Christians for aid. ‘Testimonies also 
from the Baptist missionaries in Burmah, show 
the great want of tracts in that populous em- 


pire.—ab. 


AMERICAN HOME MISSIONARY SOCIETY. 


The fourth anniversary of the American Home 
Missionary Society, was celebrated in New-York, the 
12th inst. Resolutions moved and seconded by the 
following gentlemen were adopted, viz. 

By Rev. Benjamin H. Rice, of this city, seconded 
by Rev. William Wisner, of Ithaca, 

Resolved, That the multiplication of the Society’s 
missionaries, and the blessings which have attended 
their labors, demand fervent gratitude to God from 
every friend to the best interests of man. 

Bv Rev. Richard S. Storrs, of Braintree, Mass., 
seconded by Rev. Dr. Rice, of Virginia, 

Resolved, That this Society regard the present ex- 
hausted state of its treasury as the best evidence that 
the Executive Committee have well appreciated the 
wants of the five hundred congregations which they 
have aided, and furnish @ ground of appeal to the 
Christian public which ought to enlist the more fer- 
vent prayers and the more liberal contributions of all 
who desire to see the salvation of our country hasten- 
ed in its time. 

By Rev. Dr. Skinner, of Philadelphia, seconded 
by Rev. Dr. M’Auley, 

Resolved, That the light which the publications and 
reports of this Society have shed on the spiritual con 
dition of our frontier States and Territories, furnish- 
es increasing evidence of the adaptedness of its plan 
to the wants of our common country. 


The meeting was addressed in a very animated 
and interesting manner by Rev. Messrs. Ross, Rice, 
Wisner, Storrs, and Drs. Rice, Skinner, and M’Au- 
ley. The feeling was powerfully impressed, and 
deeply pervaded the crowded assembly that the plan 
of this Society was adapted to the wants of our grow- 
ing population; and that it must be prosecuted with 
greatly increased vigor, if we would preserve and 
perpetuate the civil and religious blessings which are 
our rich inheritance. 


Abstract of the Fourth Annual Report. 
Tribute to Rev. M. Bruen and P. Hawes, Esq. 
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mittee notice the deaths of the Rev. Matthias 
Bruen and Peter Hawes, Esq. two of the mem 
bers of the Executive Committee. Mr. Bruen 
was one of the founders of the Society, and 
formerly the Corresponding Secretary of the. 
United Domestic Missionary Society, out of 
which the National Society was formed; and 
by his experience and extensive acquaintance, 
as well as his quick perception, his practical 
wisdom, his facility in business and the purity 
of his purposes, was admirably fitted to bear 
an important part in the counsels and doings 
of the committee. Mr. Hawes was the Trea- 
surer of the Society, and one of the most judi- 
cious, punctual, and laborious members of its 
committee. He too had been a member of the 
committee from the beginning. 


Missionaries and Agents. 


The number of missionaries and agents em- 
ployed by the Society during the last year is 392, 
and the number of congregations and mission- 
ary districts which have been aided is 500. 

A large majority of the missionaries employ- 
ed have been stationed agreeably to the origi- 
nal plan of the Society,in single congregations, 
or in congregations so near each other as to re- 
ceive a stated supply, with more or less: fre- 
quency, from the labors of a single minister. 
In recent 4nd remote settlements, where reli- 
gious Societies are unformed, it has been judg- 
ed expedient to allow the missionary a larger 
extent of country as his circuit, with a view to 
his ultimate settlement in some one or more of 
the congregations which he may have gather- 
ed under his ministry. 


Manner of appointments. 


In the fields last referred to, the committee 
have found it necessary to commission their 
missionaries, without regular applications from 
the people, and to assume their entire support, 
this being the only method by which ministers 
can be introduced into those sections of the 
coubtry. ‘Thenumber of the missionaries who 
have been thus appointed is 42; a number much 
larger than were ever before sent out on the 
sole responsibility of the Society, in any single 
year; butstill small compared with those aided 
in consequence of applications from the con- 
gregations in which they were laboring. 


Missionaries and congregations aided in each state. 


The number of appointments in the different 
sections of the country, is very much in pro- 
portion to the interest manifested by the people 
to secure the blessings of a preached Gospel, 
and to the character of their wants as made 
known to the committee. Those gtates and 
territories whose correspondence has most clear- 
ly developed their necessities and prospects, 
have been best served by the Society. 

The whole amount of labor of the missiona-. 
ries and agents of the Society during the past 
year, is equal to 274 years. 


Auxiliary Societies and Associations have in- 
creased during the past year, from 241 to 272. 
Home Missionary and American Pastor’s Journal. 


This publication, there is reason to believe, 
has essentially aided the cause of the Society. 





In the introduction of their report, the com- 


Five theusand copies of each monthly number 


gs9 * 












n circulated, and the vumber of sub- 
acribers has been coustantly increasing. 


State of the Treasury. 


The receipts of the Society during the last year 
as appears from the ‘T'reasurer’s account liave 
been ; : : . .° $33,929 44 

Balance on hand at the commence- 
ment of the year ‘ ; . 8,415 95 





Whole amount at the disposal of 
the Society during the year 
Whole amount expended during the 


year . : ‘ ; ° » 42,429 50 





Balance against the Society, May 
1830 Sin ; : ‘ ‘ 
Add to this balance the engagements 
of the committee, at the present 
time, to congregations, missiona- 
rics, and agents, amounting in all 
to . ° . ° . . 


84 11 


31,170 57 





And the balance now against the 

Society in engagements is . $31,254 G8 

These engagements the committee are pledg- 
ed to fulfil within the coming twelve months. 
And to the members of the society and the 
Christian public generally, they look with un- 
shiken confidence under God, to enable them 
to redeem this extensive pledge. In entering 
into these engagements, the committee have 
‘hot been unmindful of their high responsibili- 
ties. They have on the one hand, therefore, 
maintained the strictest regard to economy, and 
have made no appropriation which they could 
withhold without doing violence to every Chris- 
tian feeling, and none to a larger amount than 
seemed absolutely necessary to the attainment 
of the object in view. On the other hand, they 
have not dared to reject the applications of the 
needy in a single instance, in which, after the 
most careful examination, it has appeared to 
their satisfaction that the petition of the appli- 
cant was such as the Christian public ouglit to 
grant. Their maxim has been that “ what ought 


to be done, can be done.” 
(To be Concluded.) 


* 
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A Catholic Converted.—Rev. Shipley W. Will- 
son, of Charlestown, has politely favored us 
with the-perusal of a letter lately received from 
New-Orleans, from which we make the fullow- 
ing extract. 
© One of the Catholic Priests in this city has 
been convicted of his errors, by reading the 
Bible, and has commetced preaching against 
the abominable idolatries of the Papists. This 
affronted the Catholics, and they bade him go to 
the heretics. He then sought for a French lady, 
who is a sister in our church. He has been to 
our class and prayer toeetings—says he loves 
God with all his heart, and that Jesus, not man 
can forgive sins. He rejoices that he has found 
his way among the Methodists. Last Tuesday 
evening, (March 23d) he rose and spoke in our 
| meeting in the French language, with much 
_ power and feeling, so that there seemed to be a 
avenly atmosphere around us. Mrs. Thomp- 

interpreted what he said. He sayg he feels 
attached to us, and desires to go with us. We 
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To our Readers. 
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told him we hoped the Catholics would not seek 
to injure hin; upon which he put his band on 
his heart and said, “IJ fear _not,—God is with 


me.” NM. E. Herald. 








 RELIGLOUS INTELLIGENCER. 
NEW-HAVEN, May 29, 1830. 











TO OUR READERS. 


Our last weck’s paper filled up the usaal comple- 
ment of the Volume, but instead of making a leap 
to get at the first of June, our accustomed starting 
point, we present our readers this vear with fifty-three 
numbers. We are afforded by the means, a little 
more time and room for the laborious but valuable 
index which is annexed, and for the press of inter- 
esting matter occasioned at present, by the May an- 
niversaries. : 

Previous to entering on the new volume, we bave 
to exchange the usual salutations with subscribers and 
patrons—to bid adieu (as is always the case) with a 
To the 
few who have left us, we tender our hearty thanks 


few old ones—and welcome some new ones. 


for having gone with us thus far, and our heartier 
hopes that they will come back again. Double thanks 
also to those who have consented to enter with us 
upon the still widening, and brightening field of anoth- 
er year in search of its “ glad tidings of great joy.” 
While making these acknowledgements tor their pat- 
ronage, we wish too to hold our subscribers by the 
button a few moments to explain to.them, by such 
honest means as we can, wihy we deserve il—anid to 
ask their co-operation in giving it further extent. 
The plan of soliciting subscriptions by travelling 
agents, is an irksome and expensive one. Though we 
have practiced it sometimes, in common with our 
cotemporaries, we should be glad to make it- unne- 
cessary by persuading each friend of the Jntelligen- 
eer, to enlist the friendship of his neighbor for us, 
‘and send us his name, 

In the first place then, the Intelligencer is a Refi- 
gious Intelligencer. We ask the concurrence of 
Christians in its support with more confidence, be- 
cause the proportion of citizens to whom its ‘ glad 
tidings’ are the ‘tidings of great joy’ is comparative- 
ly prescribed. We could by the introduction of va- 
rious kinds of matter, bring in one and another class 


of readers besides those it now addresses, We 


| might publish the reports of Congress, and of our 


State Legislature—record the petty jostlings of par- 
ties and politics—and all that mass of the misec/la- 
neous, marvellous, and mischierous that is in circula- 
tion, if. we would; and doubtless edify thereby ma- 
ny a taste, which we care nol for edifying. Auda 
few columns of the paper devoted weekly to adver- 
tisements, would be worth more to us than all the 
other profits of the paper. Butin proportion as we 
multiplied the topics of attention, we should plainly 
narrow down that species of intelligence, of which it 
is our wish to give a faithful record, and which is 
daiiy growing more and more diversified and inter- 
esting in itself. | 

Besides it has veen a substantive design of this 
publication for the fourteen years last past, to furnish 
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its readéts with this intelligence, in such a form as is 
fit to be perused on the Sabbath : that while replen- 
ishing their hearts with the weekly recurrence to 
God's holy ordinances, they might ground thei: 
strength and their good resolves upon a knowledge 
of what God’s word and will were doing in the world 
around them; and nerve their hearts and hands in 
turn, to the succour of the millions who are living 
and dying without the knowledge of either. For 
this purpose we have deemed a mixture dangerous. 
For all that class of readers who have no scruple of 
offending their God by irreverent reading on his ho- 
ly day, but who would like to avoid offending their 
neighbor by being seen at it, it affords often too con- 
venienta cloak. We confess we have no compassion 
for the difficulty under which such consciences labor, 
and shall take care in this day of peril for the Sab- 
bath, that they are accommodated with no cloak of 
our constructing. 

lt is this feature of the Intelligencer, and the form 
_in which it is printed, (which fits it for binding and 
convenient reference afterwards) that has procured 
for it friends, and attached to it most of its staid 
patrons. 

We have many religious periodicals in our country 
devoted to the defence of religion, and the dissem- 
ination of religious truths ;—faithful registers of the 
progress of theological doctrine, controversy and 
criticism, and as invaluable records of 
church annals. These present however no history 
of the triumphs of the Cross, over the hearts and 
lives of men—of the manner and means by which 
under God they were attained—their character, du- 
ration and extent. Such an end isto be attained by 
the faithful narration of facts—meansand measures— 
with their failures, successes and results. With the 
hope of furnishing a chronicle of the religious erents 


such 


of our times that should supply this deficiency, the 
Religious Intelligencer was undertaken fourleer years 
since at the suggestion, ard under the advice of the 
Jate President Dwight. Its object was then, and is 
now as declared in the original prospectus, ‘‘ to form 
a Diary or Register, in which may be traced the 
progress of the Gospel; the present state of religion 
in the world; the growing prosperity of benevolent 
jastitutions; and the wonderful 
God has poured out his spirit, revived his work. and 
crowned with success every exertion that has been 
made to promote His Glory and the happiness of 
man.” 

At its setting out, the Religious Intelligencer, and 
the Boston Recorder which commenced in the same 
year, were as religious papers, the sole possessors of 
this wide field. The same field is now occupied .by 
a multitude of industrious gleaners, of the same stamp. 
And it is one of the most paplable proofs of the as- 
tonishing fertility of this moral vineyard, and its 
increased luxuriance under the hand of cullivation, 
that it affords abundant employment for all of then. 
‘There is no better testimony to the increased interest 
taken in the labors of charity and love that mark our 
age than that this multitude of religious periodicals 
is supported and read. They in their turn react 


manner in which 


Splendid Scheme. 


'with immense good on the country. 











| industry of an associate, and hope to make our pa- 
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They are also 


of mutual benefit to each other: for by the universal 
custom of interchange, each has the means of being 
more comprehensive and useful. - To these ends, too, 
the publicatiuns devoted to particular objects—to 
Popery—to Temperance—F oreign Missions—Home 
Missions—to Seamen—-to Education--Sabbath Schools 
and Tracts, are all highly subservient. From all 
ibis mass of collected intelligence we have, by means 
of exchanges, an opportunity weekly of making our 
selections. And it is our aim, by dint of much indus- 
try and some experience, to make such extracts 
from the whole as shall embody for the perusal of 
our readers, and for reference afterwards, the es- 
sential religious news of the day. Inthe increased 
labors of this underfaking we shall be aided, as we 
have been for a short time past, by the talents and 


























































per amore faithful chronicle than ever of that kind of 
information, than which none is more interesting 
and none more useful—none better calculated to en- 
liven the zeal, animate the prayers, expand the: liber- 
ality, and exalt the lives of Christians. 


SPLENDID SCHEME! 

In the examination of the scheme of one of the 
New York Consolidated Lotteries, we have the fol- 
lowing result : dolls. 

1 chance in 40,000 of drawing 10,000 


bec * 10,000 of drawing more than 1.000 

hb & “ 1.866 of drawing 1,000 or more 
ca rF "009 6 500 

] té 74 476 « “ 100 cc cc 

1 <é “cc 996 “cc cc 60 “ ce 

1 “ “ec 915 te “cc 50 « “ 

1 «& 6 38% (le 39 «ee 

1 « « 102 « ““ 99% « 

} * 6 20 5-5 of drawing $10, or more than 


cost of the ticket. 66 in 100 lose all. 
The tickets being 40,000, at $5, (the price of them at 


the louery offices) equals 200,000 
The amount paid for prizes is ouly 116,348 
Leaving a profit of $83,652 


or more than 71 per cent. [Norwich Courier. 


“ Took Aloft.’—The Philadelphia Inquirer pub- 
lishes the foliowing anecdote, related by a friend and 
cotemporary of the lamented Dr. Godman: 

‘“‘ Some years ago, in conversation with us, he said 
that ina voyage to sea in early life, he had seen a lad 
who had just begun to be a sailor, going out to some 
projecting part of the rigging. His arms were sup- 
ported by a spar, and he was looking below bim for 
a rope which ran across, on which his feet should be. 
The rope flew from side to side, and it was evident 
that the poor fellow was becoming dizzy, and in dan- —~% 
ger of falling, when the mate shouted to him-with all 
his force, ‘“ Loox atorr! you sneaking dubber!’ 
By thus turning away his eyes from the danger, the 
dizziness was prevented, and he found his footing. 
And this incident, the doctor said often recurred to 
his mind, in after life, when his troubles grew heavy 
upon him, and he hardly could find ground whereon 
to tread. At such time he heard the mate’s shout in 
his ears, and turned his eyes “ aloft” to the prize up- 
on which he had fastened his hopes. We cannot part 
with this beautiful illustration, without asking each of 5 
our readers to apply it toa still nobler purpose: to 
steady themselves iv all the tempests of adversity by 
looking toward that life in which there is rest and 
peace evermore—and when our flesh and heart shall | 
fail us, and we can find no support under our feet, ta 
seek it by “‘looking aloft,” to Him, “who is ,the . 
strength of our hearts, and our pertion for ever.” 


_ 
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the aggregate amount of sales to them during 
those years, we find there was one fifth in dis- 
tilled liquors, Of tli@Sales to the same persons 
in 1829, we find the quaytity of ardent spirits 
reduced to one tenth. -'This shows a diminution 
of sales for that year of 50 per cent. 

“The cause we attribute wholly to the 
“Temperance movement.” We are not aware 
that sales f° the Southern sections of the coun- 
try have fallen off in any perceptible degree. 
High priced liquors have, we think, been more 
affected than common qualities. 

“ We profess to be friendly to the Temper- 
ance cause, and although attended with some 
sacrifice of our interest, shall rejoice in its com- 
plete success. We and others already feel its 
influence, and shall continue to do so as the 
work progresses. One important section of 
the country has been reclaimed in a single 
year to the extent of one half. Let the same 
means be brought to bear upon other sections, 
and the effeet will be the same. We therefore 
say you have begun. Let your attack be where 
it should be, viz. the consumers. Reform them, 





Temperance Cause in New-York City. 





and all others are reformed as a necessary con- 
sequeuce. 


From a Retailer. 


. “ As far as my observation has been extend- 
ed, the sales of ardent spirits have been mate- 
rially diminished within the last twelve mouths. 
The cause of this decrease is chiefly to «be 
attributed to the exertions of "l'emperance As- 
sociations, in directing public attention to the 
perversion of property in the purchase of this 
worse than useless element, and the fatal con- 
sequences to which it leads. The sales most 
affected are those to temperate drinkers. 

“The vending of liquors has a tendency to 
lessen the sales of other articles in proportion 
as it destroys the enérgies, or diminishes the 
effective means of the consumer. If the trade 
in spirits were entirely zcbandoned, the business 
in other articles would be greatly increased. 
and the profits less liable.to be counterbalanced 
by losses, which I believe may generally be 
traced to ardent spirits as the immediate or re- 
mote cause. J] am determined to discontinue 
the sale of spirits from and afier the first of 
May next.” . 


From a Merchant. 


Dear Sir,—Without undertaking to answer 
the specific questions proposed in your letter as 
Secretary of the City Temperatee Society, | 
will relate some facts that have come under 
my own observation. I have been engaged in. 
trade and commerce in this City upwards of 
twenty-two years, and o¢@upied the store I am 
now in during the whole time, Net an indi- 
vidual originally near me, is now to be found, 
saveithree flour merchants. In castiug my eyes 
around the neighborhood, and looking: back to 
ahe period above mentioned, ask, where are 
y now? On my left were a father and his 
0 sons, grocers, in prosperous business. ‘The 
‘went down tothe graveseveral years since 
verty, confirmed drunkards. On my right 
‘a firm of long and respectable standing, 
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in his habit. Five or six doors above, was one 
holding ahighly responsible situation under our 
State Government, at first he was seen to stop 
and tuke a little gin and water ;'soon he was seen 
staggering in thejsteet ; presently was laid in the 
grave, a victim tointemperance. On the corner 
immediately opposite Iny store, Was a grocer, 
doing a moderate business. Being addicted to 
drink, in a state of intoxication, he went into 
the upper loft of his store at noon day, put fire 
to an open keg having powder in it, blew off 
the roof of his store, and himself into eterni- 
ty. One door beyond this corner, was a father, 
an officer in one of our churches, a grocer, and 
his two sons: both sons have long since been 
numbered with the dead, through the effects of 
drink—a son-in-law of the above father, pur- 
suing the same business, following the prac- 
tice of the sons, has come to the same end, 
a young man, clerk, and successor in the same 
store, has also gone down to the grave from the 
same cause. On the other side of the slip, a 
wealthy grocer died, leaving a family of sever- 
al young men, three of whom, together with a 
sister and her husband have since died in pover- 
ty, confimed drunkards. Next door to this a 
junior partner of one of the most respectable 
grocers in this eity, has long since followed the 
above from the same eause, leaving behind 
him two brothers, comparatively’ young in 
years, but old in this vice, now living on the 
charity of their friends. On‘looking down the 
street in front of my store, there were seen 
three of middle age, grocers; but a few years 
since in prosperous business, now numbered 
In the 
same square in which I now ain, was an indi- 
vidual at the head of an extensive shipping 
house, owning several stores, renting fromm 600 
to $1000 each a, year—owning and occupying 
a house in Broadway, worth twenty thousand 
dollars, witha family of several sons and dangh- 
ters living in affluence. From a moderate 
drinker, he became a confirmed dronkard— 
his property is now all gone, his family scatter- 
ed, and himself a vagabond about our streets. 
His next door neighbor, a partner in. one of 
our most respectable shipping houses, has gone 
to his grave in early life from the same cause, 
not having had time to spend the large amount 
of his previous earnings. Near me was one in 
the prime of life, and of respectable and pious 
parentage, liberally educated, engaged exten- 
sively in foreign commerce, and a while one of 
our City Council. In the short space of three 
years, he was bankrupt, a drunkard, and in his 
grave! But my heart sickens at the detail, 
which I could extend. 
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